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ground, the advance across which could not fail to be
attended with much greater loss than was incurred at
night.

Friant's division, which had bivouacked between Pomie-
chowo and Koszewo, marched at 4 a.m. on the 24th, and
following the same route as Morand's, was on the battlefield
by daybreak. It at once took over the pursuit from the
victorious troops, now exhausted by a long night of con-
tinuous fighting.

Passing through Psucin, Friant arrived near Nasielsk
soon after midday. Eapp, with Marulaz's cavalry, and
Lemarroy, with a regiment of dragoons, were already engaged
with the Eussians, whom they had driven out of the village,
and who had now taken up a position on the rising ground
beyond, their cavalry resisting the French in the meadows on
the left and in front. Dorochow from Borkowo had by this
time joined Osterman.

Friant, himself attacking in front, sent his voltigeurs to
threaten the Eussian retreat by their left. So successful
was the flank attack that three guns were taken and the
Eussians driven back to the wood. Friant had not been able
yet to bring up his guns over the muddy roads. The Eussians
still held to the woods, and it was not till night had fallen
that they were compelled, by constant attacks of superior
forces, to continue their retreat to Strzegoczin, abandoning
some of their guns in the mud. Davout's 1st and 2nd
divisions bivouacked, during the night of the 24th-25th
December, in and beyond Nasielsk. The 3rd, which had
inarched up from the Okufcin bridge, was behind.

On the 25th, all the divisions marched in the direction of
Novemiasto; but, finding a strong Eussian column in position
at Kaleczin, where the Novemiasto-Golymin and Nasielsk-
Ciechanow roads cross, Davout changed his direction to that
of Strzegoczin, whence he dislodged the enemy without
difficulty. The corps bivouacked that night in and behind
Strzegoczin. Lannes' corps, following from Okunin, was on